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Brief Summary 

The άtŀŎǘ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƴŘǎέ (ISLE-PACT project) is committed to developing Local Energy Action 
Plans, with the aim of achieving European sustainability objectives as set by the EU for 2020, 
that is of reducing CO2 emissions by at least 20% through measures that promote 
renewable energy, energy saving and sustainable transport. 

The Cyprus Energy Agency is a participating partner in the ISLE-PACT project and has invited 
/ȅǇǊǳǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜ tŀŎǘ 
ƻŦ LǎƭŀƴŘǎέΤ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ in order to achieve the EU sustainability targets for 2020. 

Cyprus participation involves 12 Municipalities and 2 Communities, including Paralimni 
Municipality.  

Paralimni is a town and municipality of Cyprus, since 1986, in the District of Famagusta in the 
south east of the island. Located in the Kokkinochoria area and takes its name from the 
Paralimni lake beside which it is built. It is the largest municipality of the free part of 
Famagusta. The number of people in the city of Paralimni according to the census of 2001 
was 11,100 and in 2009 the city's population is estimated at 13,850. 

The Energy Action Plan prepared by the Cyprus Energy Agency and presented to the 
Municipal Council which was approved on June 14, 2011. 

The year 2009 was designated as the year of referencing/recording energy consumption and 
/hн ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳmption data collected 
by the Electricity Authority of Cyprus (utility), the oil companies, the Statistical Service of 
Cyprus, etc, the total energy consumption in 2009 in Paralimni was 445.904 MWh. The largest 
consumer of energy in the municipality is transport with 241.296 MWh and followed by the 
tertiary sector with 117.296 MWh.  

The CO2 emissions in 2009 attributable to the overall energy consumption in the municipality 
are 198.819 tons.  

For the forecast of CO2 emissions in the period 2010 to 2020, the scenario of expected 
evolution was established, where it was estimated that without taking any measures 
emissions will amount to 193.193 tons. 

The Sustainable Energy Action Plan that was prepared for the Municipality includes additional 
measures / actions to achieve at least the European goal of combating climate change. That 
is, the measures that will be taken by the Municipality in addition to national measures in 
order to overcome the goal of reducing CO2 emissions by at least 20% by 2020 with respect 
to the reference year 2009.  

                       The proposed measures are split into the following categories: 

Description Number 

Energy Saving in Municipality public buildings 4 

Energy Saving via informational campaigns 12 

Energy saving in transport 4 

Energy saving in street lighting 1 

Municipality investments in renewable energy sources 2 

Development of green spaces 1 

The estimated annual emissions reduction for 2020 by applying the above measures amounts 
to 6.406 tons. it was estimated that the impact on Paralimni Municipality from the 
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implementation of the national measures taken to reduce carbon dioxide emissions will result 
to an additional decrease of 28.411 tons. 

Therefore, with the implementation of the Sustainable Energy Action Plan and a total 
reduction of 34.817 tons, annual emissions for 2020 will be limited to 158.376 tons. That is, 
21% lower with respect to those in the reference year 2009. 

The budget of the Action Plan for the period 2010 to 2020 amounts to ϵ933.500. Funding for 
the implementation of the Energy Action Plan is expected to be taken from the following 
resources: 

- Municipality budget. 

- Savings that will result from energy reduction measures in buildings, vehicles and 
street lighting in the Municipality. 

- Revenues originating from Municipality investments on Renewable Energy 
technologies. 

- Funding from the Grant Scheme of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism 
for the promotion of Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation. 

- Potential funding from the sustainable development and competitiveness program of 
the Planning Bureau. 

- Potential funding from the Fund created for Emissions Trading Scheme. 

- Potential funding from other European programs. 
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THE ISLEPACT PROJECT 

1.1 Introduction 

The main objective of the ISLE-PACT project is the development of Local Sustainable 
Energy Action Plans, aiming at achieving European sustainability objectives as defined by 
the EU for 2020, namely a reduction of CO2 emissions by at least 20% through measures 
promoting renewable energy, energy savings and sustainable transport. The duration of 
the project is set at 30 months, from 1st February 2010 until 31st July 2012. 

The project coordinator is the organization Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) ς The Outer 
Hebrides of Scotland. The project is funded by the European Commission, Directorate 
General for Energy.   

 

Project participants are invited to demonstrate their political commitment by signing the 
"The Pact of Islands", a three-page document detailing all aspects and targets that will be 
set by the authorities of the islands in order to achieve the EU sustainability goals for 
2020.    

 

1.2 Commitments from signing the Covenant of Islands 

The Covenant of Islands is a binding instrument on which the competent island 
authorities will adopt political commitments in order to achieve the Project objectives. 
The Covenant is a three-page text and is formatted in a similar way as the Covenant of 
Mayors, where the specificities of European island communities are taken into 
account. It signifies the start of a number of important objectives such as:  

Á Further implementation of EU targets for 2020, reducing CO2 emissions by at 
least 20% in areas of implementation, 

Á The preparation of the Sustainable Energy Action Plan, which includes the 
original recording of emissions data (Baseline Emission Inventory), and 
outlines the methods for achieving the objectives, 

Á The preparation and submission of implementation reports at least every 2 
years after the delivery of the final Sustainable Energy Action Plan for 
evaluation, monitoring and verification of individual goals, 

Á To organize Energy Days, in collaboration with the European Commission and 
other stakeholders (e.g. Cyprus Energy Agency), providing an opportunity for 
citizens to have direct contact with the subject and also to benefit directly 
from sustainable energy use, as well as informing the local media for individual 
developments in local action plans,  

Á Participation in various conferences and workshops organized by various 
European institutions in connection with the Covenant of Mayors and the Pact 
of Islands, 

Á Further implementation of energy investment in the project areas. 
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1.3 Participating Municipalities and Communities in Cyprus 

In Cyprus, twelve (12) Municipalities and two (2) Communities have signed the Pact of 

Islands and therefore participate in the ISLE-PACT project: 

 

Strovolos Municipality Idalion Municipality 

Agios Athanasios Municipality Latsia Municipality 

Lakatamia Municipality Paralimni Municipality 

Aglantzia Municipality Geri Municipality 

Larnaca Municipality Ergates Community 

Aradippou Municipality Psimolofou Community 

Polis Chrysochous Municipality Lefkara Municipality 

 

 

Figure 1 Signing ceremony of the Pact of Islands on the 20th January 2011 in Nicosia 

The signing ceremony of the Pact of Islands was performed in the building of the Committee 

of the Regions in Brussels on 12th April 2011. The event was part of the European 

Sustainable Energy Week, 11-15 April 2011, which brings together over 5000 participants 

each year in Brussels and many others elsewhere in Europe with multiple conferences, 

exhibitions and specialized conferences. 
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Figure 2 Representatives of the EU islands, mayors of island communities and 
representatives of the island authorities along with Mercedes Bresso, President of the 
Committee of the Regions and Helen Mariano, General Secretary of CPMR (Conference 

of Peripheral and Maritime Regions) 

     

Figure 3 The Mayor of Agios Athanasios Kyriakos Chadjittofis (left) and the Mayor of Aglantzia 

Andreas Petrou (right) 

   

Figure 4  The Mayor of Aradippou Christakis Liperis (left) and the Mayor of Idalion Leontios Kallenos 

(right) 
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Figure 5 The Mayor of Lakatamia Loukas Iatrou (left) and the Mayor of Larnaca Andreas Moyseos 

(right) 

   

Figure 6 The Secretary of Latsia Municipality Michalis Sokratous (left) and the Mayor of Paralimni 

Andreas Evaggelou (right) 

+  

Figure 7  The Mayor of Polis Chrysochous Aggelos Georgiou (left) and the Mayor of Strovolos Savvas 

Iliofotou (right) 

   

Figure 8  The Secretary of Ergates Community Kyriakos Christodoulou (left) and the President of Geri 

Community (Municipality) Argyris Argyrou (right) 
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Figure 9  The President of Psimolofou Community Ioannis Lazarides 
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2 Cyprus 

Cyprus is the largest island in the eastern Mediterranean and is located south of Turkey. The 
two main mountain ranges are Pentadactylos in the north and Troodos in the central and 
south-western part of the island. Between them lies the fertile plain of Mesaoria. 

Cyprus has always been a crossroads between Europe, Asia and Africa and bears traces of 
many successive civilizations: Roman theatres and houses, Byzantine churches and 
monasteries, castles from the era of the crusades and prehistoric settlements. 

The main economic activities of the island are tourism, clothing and craft items exports and 
merchant shipping. Traditional crafts include embroidery, pottery and bronze. 

Traditional specialties include mezedes - appetizers served as a main course - halloumi 
cheese and the drink of zivania. 

After the Turkish invasion in 1974 and the occupation of the northern part of the island, the 
Greek and Turkish communities of Cyprus have been divided by the so-called Green Line. 

Cyprus is known as the island of Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty, as according to 
legend, Cyprus is the birthplace of the goddess. 

In modern literature the names of Costas Montis (poet and writer) and Demetris Gotsis 
(writer) stand out, while Evagoras Karageorghis and Marios Tokas are distinguished 
composers. 

 

 
  

Year of EU entry:  2004 

Political system:  Democracy 

Capital:  Nicosia(Lefkosia) 

Total area:  9.250 kmч 

Population: 0,8 million 

Currency:  euro 

  Source: http://europa.eu 
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3 Paralimni Municipality 

3.1 Introduction 

Paralimni is a town and municipality of Cyprus, since 1986, in the District of Famagusta in the 
south east of the island. Located in the Kokkinochoria area and takes its name from the 
Paralimni lake beside which it is built. It is the largest municipality of the free part of 
Famagusta. 

3.2 History 

Prehistoric Period (10.000 ς 1000 BC)  

The area of Paralimni, featuring many favorable environmental parameters was early on a 
very attractive site for human settlement and activity. Therefore, one meets, signs of the 
presence of people in every corner of the land. 

The oldest evidence of human presence in Paralimni, or even in Cyprus, are some stone tools 
detected in the rocky areas of Protaras. 

   

Clearer picture of the permanent inhabitation of people in the region, and for farming 
activities, we get from the results of the excavations on the Nisia area, where a settlement 
7.000 years old was found. The space in the Nisia presents the elements of a dynamic 
development with intense building activity oriented to address the specific circumstances 
and needs of the community. Impressive is the volume and quality of movable finds in the 
settlement Nisia, which indicates that the Neolithic inhabitants were able to successfully 
solve the pressing problems of survival. 

   

Apart from the Nisia, in the same period in the area of Paralimni there were other 
communities without specialized production, faced strong the environmental challenges. 
Such a Neolithic community chose to settle on the steep hill of Prophetis Elias, from which it 
could supervise safely throughout the surrounding region, but also the community that had 
been established in the area next to the headless rich streams. Another area with evidence 
of prehistoric presence is settled in the cave of Agioi Saranta. 
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Ancient Years (1000 BC ς 300 AD)  

In ancient times, in the sea area of Paralimni, according to Stravonas, there was one port,    
the Lefkolla, where researchers of the 19th century found members of statues and 
inscriptions invoking Apollo. The name of the Lefkola is also connected with a major sea 
battle of 306 BC between the forces of Antigonus and Ptolemeus,who with hundreds of 
ships, which some of them sunk in Konnos area, tried to determine the future of Cyprus. In 
memory of the glorious naval victory of Dimitrius the Besieger, son of Antigonus, is said that 
the statue of Niki on the prow of the ship bringing the message of success was built. 

    

Besides Lefkolla, along the coastline of Paralimni, at the same time, there was an extensive 
number of settlements in the Mandala, Xistaria, Pyrki and elsewhere. In the middle of the 4th 
century AD these settlements destroyed by successive strong earthquakes and giant deadly 
tidal sea waves that occurred in southeastern Cyprus. 

Byzantine Period (300 ς 1200 AD)  

Equally sweeping for the ancient world proved the appearance of Christianity which offered 
the seductive hope to the people of the place. The first christians in the area of Paralimni 
made use of caves and catacombs for the manifestation of their religious beliefs, as was the 
cave carved in Poxama. Also built brilliant, expensive temples as evidenced by marble 
columns in Vyzakia who proclaimed the triumph of Christianity over the ancient pagan 
temples.  

 

Another religion, Islam, was destined to be disastrous for the location of Paralimni which 
was closer to the Arab territories coasts and thus accepted all the fury of the neophyte. The 
different religion raiders led from the wealth of the island, arrived in the 7th century, forcing 
the locals to move within or relocate to settlements, obscured by the sea such as in 
Apissotou and Agios Dimitrianos. Furthermore in the period of the Arab raids which the area 
is abandoned, the place of Paralimni attracts ascetics on the steep slopes and the deserted 
beaches. They, in uncertainty and insecurity of the time, sought the peace and salvation of 
their souls to monasticism, for this reason, took refuge in isolated caves, such as Agioi 
Saranta and Agios Ioannis. 

After the expiration of long-term disaster, kidnappings and decimated of the population and 
the discharge of area by the scourge of the Arab raids, its inclusion within the flourishing 
Byzantine Empire in the 10th century temporarily reignited the life. So started to create 
some new most dynamic settlements, one of which was the Paralimni. 
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Medieval-New Era (1200 ς 1960 AD)  

During the next period of Frankish-Venetian, from the 13th to the 16th century, the thriving 
Paralimni, which even mentioned in documents as a royal village, although absorbed all 
existing facilities and strengthened regional population, in fact considered by the central 
government as a place of exile for unwanted officials. At that time rebuilt the temple of the 
Holy Virgin Mary - Agia Anna, with Byzantine style, proving the doctrinal continuity with the 
past and a little east erected the church of Profitis Elias. 

    

   

In addition, built the aqueduct, in Panagia, that provided water to the Famagusta with 
mechanically excellent underground and aboveground structures, such as the Pente 
Kamares. Still working on the reconstruction of Famagusta, extensive stone quarries in 
Perneres and Poxama. Apart from this created a new village, Melissona, to serve the 
requirements of specialized labor, which will processed rocks to extract huge amounts of 
building material requiring the fortification works of Famagusta to repel the danger of 
Ottoman. 

At the time when Cyprus was trying to deal with the Ottoman whirlwind and during the 11 
months suffocating siege of Famagusta in 1571, camped around the area of Paralimni 
numerous muslim soldiers who engaged in looting and killing the locals. The population 
continued to Paralimni decimated due to various natural disasters that arose in the coming 
years. However, the population in the 19th century,  due to an economic recovery, stood at 
400 persons who built the ornate church of Agios Georgios at the end of Ottoman rule. 
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The period of British rule that followed, the British, after intense pressure from the locals 
went on to a series of beneficial effects such as drill pipes for drainage of unhealthy lake, 
creating ditches to irrigate the coastal area of Paralimni, improving road network in the 
region and supporting financial the primary education for school construction. 

Of course, efforts to improve living conditions in Paralimni, which resulted in economic 
revitalization and population growth, had as its main objective the creation of appropriate 
conditions for efficient and profitable exploitation of the potential of the region by the 
British. But also aims to penetrate the culture and serve the political interests of the 
colonialists. 

   

For this reason residence of Paralimni decided, after the realization that the colonial Britain 
looked to satisfy only its own interests, to pursue with resolutions to their right to self-
determination. The stated desire of the Paralimni for "Union" with Greece, expressed in 
successive resolutions in all the years of British occupation and accompanied also by 
participating in the great struggles of the Greek nation. So many residents of Paralimni were 
present in the Balkan Wars and also in the First and Second World War, abetted especially 
by the British, who left to hovers the feeling that Cyprus would benefit from these conflicts. 

However, when the residence of Paralimni found that will vindicate their visions, have 
intensified their efforts in engaging with bloody sacrifices in the national liberation struggle 
of '55-'59. The massive recruitment of EOKA with residents of Paralimni led to many heroic 
acts such as ambushes and executions of enemy. Unfortunately, the many acts of self-
sacrifice had several times as a result of the arrest and long imprisonment. 

With their daring deeds and selfless the residence of Paralimni showed that, apart from 
reputable poets, who enjoyed the assessment of a Nobel laureate Giorgos Seferis, also was 
famous warriors, proud patriots, whose contribution to the struggle was recognized by all 
the people of Cyprus . So, the locals could rightly take credit for the crucial role of Paralimni  
to the success of the national liberation struggle, although the ardent desire for "Union" 
with Greece not quenched the thirst of with the establishment of the Republic in 1960. 

  

Modern Era (1960 ς 2010)  

In the next years, the first freely for Cypriots after centuries of subjugation to foreign 
conquerors, the residence of Paralimni continued to work hard on their farms that where 
irrigated, as decades ago, the tirelessly windmills and began to employed in new resorts that 
made use of the golden beaches. 














































































































